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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The claims as a whole contain numerous examples 
of limitations lacking antecedent basis and indefinite and unclear recitations. In claim 1, 
line 5, "the free end portions of the "C w " lacks antecedent basis. In claim 1, line 23, 
"said two apertures" lacks antecedent basis. In claim 5, lines 4 and 7, "said two 
apertures" lacks antecedent basis. In claim 6, line 2, "each of said apertures" lacks 
clear antecedent basis. In claim 9, line 8, "the associated chain" lacks antecedent 
basis. In claim 10, line 1 , applicant has depended the claim upon itself ("as defined in 
claim 10"). The claim must be dependent upon a preceding claim. Further all the 
claims are indefinite in that the chain-shortening device is defined in terms of a chain 
that is not a part of the combination, i.e., an intended chain to be shortened. Since the 
chain to be used is not a part of the combination (positively recited) then it cannot be 
used to define the device (see claims 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9 and 11 in particular). 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fredriksson '545. Fredriksson teaches the claimed invention (see Figs. 1 and 4) 



Application/Control Number: 1 1/551 ,329 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3725 

including oblong links generally in the shape of the letter "C (Fig. 4), slot portions 5 on 
either end of the link with pocket-like configurations at one end (generally at 10/11) of 
each slot, the other end of the slot portions ending in a central slot having a widened 
mid portion forming a central lead through opening 13. 

4. Claims 1-4, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Smetz. Smetz teaches the claimed invention (see Figs. 1 , 2, and 4) including oblong 
links generally in the shape of the letter U C" (Fig. 1), slot portions 12/13 on either end of 
the link with pocket-like configurations at one end (generally at 10/11) of each slot 
23/24/25/26, the other end of the slot portions ending in a central slot having a widened 
mid portion forming a central lead through opening 6/7 (Figs. 2 and 3). Regarding 
claim 7, the device to Smetz teaches a pin 1 1 with surfaces that on either side acting as 
retaining members and used as shown in Fig. 2. 

5. Claims 5, 6, 9 and 10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to David B. Jones whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1887. 

Any inquiry of general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-3700. 
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In the event that the Applicant (s) wishes to communicate via Fax number for 
Group 3700 is (703) 872-9306. 
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